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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on February 27, 2020. 
Mayor Marc Sirkin called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Sirkin led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Councilman Jeff Capell, Councilman Joe Leet, Councilwoman Katie 
Schneider, Councilwoman Nikki Yasbeck-Schwieter, Councilman 
Lee Czerwonka, Vice Mayor Pramod Jhaveri and Mayor Marc Sirkin 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, Deputy Clerk 
of Council Julie Kipper, Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington, 
Treasurer, Sherry Poppe, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Fire 
Chief Chris Theders, Police Chief Scott Noel, Parks & Recreation 
Director Brian Kruse, Community Development Director Dan 
Johnson, Communications Coordinator Rachel Murray, and 
interested citizens 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to accept the agenda. A voice vote 
was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL –  Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert  

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM to consider a Final Development Plan approval for a Master Sign Plan in “The 
District” portion of Summit View Subdivision, in the Summit Park Zoning District (Resolution 2020-12) 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of February 13, 2020 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

1. Metro Moves 

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Planning & Zoning Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance 2020-1 to consider amending Chapters 1121, 1131, and 1135 of the Blue Ash Zoning 
Code relative to building heights and setbacks, senior housing, and multi-family 
and mixed-use residential land uses (Ordinance No. 2020-1, second reading) 

2. Resolution 2020-12  Final Development Plan approval for a Master Sign Plan in “The District” portion 
of Summit View Subdivision, in the Summit Park Zoning District 

b. Public Works Committee, Joe Leet, Chairperson 

1. Resolution 2020-13 Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the 2020 Paving 
Program for the unit prices as shown on the attached bid summary 

c. Public Safety Committee, Jeff Capell, Chairperson 

1. Resolution 2020-14 Authorizing the City Solicitor to accept the One Ohio Memorandum Of 
Understanding regarding the pursuit and use of potential opioid litigation 
settlement funds 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

a. Greg Dale, McBride Dale Clarion – will be present to receive Council’s feedback regarding Downtown Blue 
Ash. 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

a. Property Acquisition – to consider the purchase of property for public purposes, or for the sale of property at 
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competitive bidding, if premature disclosure of information would give an unfair competitive or bargaining 
advantage to a person whose personal, private interest is adverse to the general public interest 

b. Potential/Pending Litigation – conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes involving 
the public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court action. 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM to consider a Final Development Plan approval for a Master 
Sign Plan in “The District” portion of Summit View Subdivision, in the Summit Park Zoning 
District (Resolution 2020-12) 

Mayor Sirkin asked the Clerk to read Resolution 2020-12 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

APPROVING A FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR A MASTER SIGN PLAN IN 
“THE DISTRICT” PORTION OF THE NEIGHBORHOODS AT SUMMIT PARK 
SUBDIVISION IN THE SUMMIT PARK ZONING DISTRICT 

 
Steve Dragon, Chief Development Officer of Vandercar Holdings and Tom Wilson, Director of 
Real Estate Development for Al. Neyer were present to provide Council with a presentation of 
the Master Sign Plan in the Summit Park Zoning District. 

  

Mr. Dragon explained The Master Sign Plan was written in an effort to encourage signage fitting with the 
intended character of “The District” portion of The Neighborhoods at Summit Park development. 

  

Mr. Dragon stated the intent of the Project is to create a high-quality, walkable, mixed-use environment 
with an active and inviting streetscape to encourage walking throughout the Project in connection with 
Summit Park. 

Mr. Dragon explained that because Blue Ash has not typically experienced a significant amount of 
walkable, mixed-use development, the City’s Sign Regulations are not suited to accommodate the type of 
development that The District of The Neighborhoods at Summit Park is intended to encourage. The 
“Master Sign Plan” builds from the City’s Standard Sign Regulations and incorporates signage provisions 
modified to the character of the Project. 
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Mr. Dragon stated that one of the features the proposed Master Sign Plan includes is ‘Gateway’ 
monument signage. He explained these Development Monument Signs will be used to identify significant 
‘Gateway’ entrances and boundaries into the Project and transitions from one neighborhood to the next 
within the project. He stated their purpose is to invite visitors into the project, to help establish a sense of 
place and arrival, and to draw pedestrians along the streetscape throughout the development. They are 
not intended for or permitted to include any tenant identification or ‘advertising’ elements, other than a 
subtle identification of the overall Development and the specific Neighborhood. 

 

  

Mr. Dragon explained the Master Sign Plan provisions for Building-Mounted Signs. He stated The Plan 
contains two similar requirements to account for vertical signs on buildings in the development, with one 
set of standards applying to ground level tenants and a second set of standards applying to tenants that 
occupy spaces above the first level. The upper story signage is limited to one large sign that is more suited 
to being located higher above street level, while the ground level building signs are kept smaller to better 
fit the pedestrian environment.  
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The Master Sign Plan also encourages a greater variety of signage that goes beyond the City’s Sign 
Standards. Examples include Projecting Signs, Awning Signs, Canopy Signs Window Graphics, Directional 
Signs, Sandwich Boards, Umbrella Signs and Storefront Logos, which can add significantly to the 
character of the streetscape. 

Mr. Dragon stated the following examples show representations of the Summit Place building, Summit 
Parkway and hotel and office signage that would be permitted under the Master Sign Plan. 
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Mr. Dragon concluded his presentation and the hearing was opened for any public comments on 
the Master Sign Plan. 
 
Councilman Leet asked Mr. Dragon to clarify the brightness of the monument signage. Mr. 
Dragon explained the signs would glow and the purpose is to identify within the project area, but 
are not intended to throw light and illuminate anything other than the area where they are 
placed. 
 
Vice Mayor Jhaveri inquired as to how far the projected signs on the first floor businesses and 
restaurants would protrude. Mr. Dragon explained the projected signs are limited to only 16 sq. 
ft. total and at least 8 feet above the sidewalk. Vice Mayor Jhaveri stated he wanted to make sure 
the signs did not project too far into the pedestrian area. 
 
Mayor Sirkin asked for clarification on the sandwich board signs and if they will impede sidewalk 
traffic. Mr. Dragon explained that the sidewalk is 12 feet wide, of that 8 feet is totally 
unobstructed public right of way where the signs would not be permitted at all. There is 4 feet 
designated as private sidewalk, which is where the sandwich boards would be permitted. 
 
Councilwoman Schneider inquired about the maintenance of the signage. Mr. Waltz affirmed the 
signage would fall under the City of Blue Ash Property Maintenance Code standards. 
 
Councilman Czerwonka asked if there is a business owners / property owners association in 
place to address future maintenance of the property. Mr. Dragon confirmed there is an 
association that will be formed which will initially be managed by the developer and will transition 
to the property owners and business tenants as the development nears completion. 
 
There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing was declared closed at 7:27 
P.M. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Leet seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of February 13, 2020.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion 
carried. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 
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b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

Kreg Keesee, Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA) Board of Trustees Chairman, 
was present to discuss Issue 7, which will be on the ballot for the March 17, 2020 primary 
election. Mr. Keesee gave a brief overview of SORTA and the current needs of the public 
transportation system. 

He explained Issue 7 is a sales and use tax to be levied by the Southwest Ohio Regional Transit 
Authority (SORTA) for the purposes of public infrastructure projects, such as the construction and 
maintenance of roads or bridges related to the delivery of SORTA's service, and providing general 
revenues for the use of SORTA. 

He stated the total funding would be $130 million with $100 million designated for the bus 
system operations and $30 million would go toward road projects and infrastructure 
improvements in Hamilton County. The funds would be used to repair roads and bridges and 
improve cross town service. 

The goal is to make the bus system a practical option for many people to get to jobs, healthcare, 
education, and improve the quality of life for seniors and others that rely on public transit within 
Hamilton County. 

Mr. Keesee stated the many supporters of this proposed tax levy recognize that better 
transportation benefits everyone throughout Hamilton County.  

Mayor Sirkin asked if there is a website for additional information on Issue 7. Mr. Keesee stated 
more information can be found on the website, www.MoveforwardCincy.com 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri asked for clarification on the percentage amount of sales tax increase and 
what the $130 million generated will be used for each year. 

Mr. Keesee stated it would be a 0.8% increase with $100 million going to the bus operations and 
$30 million going to infrastructure improvements. 

Councilman Capell asked how the suburban communities, and specifically Blue Ash, will benefit if 
the levy passes and will the City realistically be able to compete for the share of infrastructure 
funding.  

Mr. Keesee explained that there are plans for expanding bus service and increasing frequency in 
Blue Ash. He stated the Hamilton County Public Works Integrating Committee allocates ODOT 
capital improvements funds for projects requested by communities within the District, and then 
approves projects for those funds based on a scoring system. He remarked the Committee is 
comprised of nine (9) members; three (3) from the City, three (3) from the County and three (3) 
from municipalities inside the County. He explained it takes an affirmative vote of at least six 
members of the Committee to approve a project before any action is taken in order to ensure it is 
a fair process to everyone in the County. 

Councilman Capell asked what SORTA’s strategy is to ensure their focus remains on the core 
business of the public transportation system.  

Mr. Keesee explained that in prior years, sources of funding had fallen away and the system did 
not get the attention it needed. Moving forward, SORTA’s strategy focuses on the riders and the 
riders’ experience, engaging with the community, improving customer service and on-time 
performance. 

Mr. Capell asked if there is a shortfall, then how the funds are allocated. Mr. Keesee affirmed the 
ballot language reads that 75 % will go to the bus system operations and 25 % would go to road 
projects. 

Mr. Waltz thanked Mr. Keesee for speaking tonight and expressed his appreciation to him as a 
business leader in the community of Blue Ash and for volunteering in a civic leadership position. 

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Chris Monzel, 840 Van Ness Drive, stated he served as a Hamilton County Commissioner and 
Cincinnati City Councilman. He is now a candidate for State Representative for the 28th House 
District which includes the City of Blue Ash. He is looking forward to working with Council on 
issues that are important from a state perspective that affect Blue Ash and its citizens including 
education, public safety and the local government fund. He stated he has deep roots and 
connections to Blue Ash, as he grew up and raised his family here. He stated he was excited to 
be involved in the initiative of bringing the Hamilton County Crime Lab to Blue Ash, and looks 

http://www.moveforwardcincy.com/
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forward to the opening in the next year. He stated he believes there is an opportunity to bring 
common sense solutions to the state level of government in Columbus and appreciates the 
support from Blue Ash and its citizens. 

Mr. Waltz thanked former Commissioner Monzel as he was instrumental in helping the City obtain 
a number of funds to help with debt for the Cooper Creek project. 

Peter Nord, Kenridge Lake, made suggestions for PowerPoint presentations which are difficult for 
the audience to see. He informed Council about the Hamilton County Public Library’s Northeast 
Planning Zone Community Forum scheduled for Monday, March 2nd from 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM at 
the Symmes Township Branch Library and encouraged Councilmembers to attend. 

Robert Ryan, 9514 Conklin Ave., stated he missed the opportunity to speak during the Public 
Hearing to ask a question about the Master Sign Plan, and asked if there were any provisions for 
or restrictions against changing digital signage. 

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:53 PM. 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing agenda 
items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the February 27th Council agenda.  

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM, Thursday, February 27, 2020, to consider a Final Development Plan 
approval for a Master Sign Plan in “The District” portion of Summit View Subdivision, in the Summit Park 
Zoning District. (Resolution 2020-12) 

The proposed “Master Sign Plan” is a comprehensive plan for sign regulations that would apply to building and 
ground signs for lots within the subdivision and to monument signs that identify “The District” area as distinct 
from adjacent areas within the overall Neighborhoods at Summit Park development and from Summit Park. If 
approved, the proposed regulations would be applied in place of the standard zoning code sign regulations for 
the Summit Park Zoning District. The Concept Development Plan for this site was reviewed by Planning 
Commission in August 2016 and approved by City Council Ordinance 2016-48 on September 22, 2016. 

Planning Commission considered the current request at its regular meeting on February 6, 2020 and 
recommended approval. Minor revisions to the proposed regulations discussed by Planning Commission at its 
meeting were incorporated into the attachment to the Resolution. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

9.a.1. Ordinance 2020-1 – Amending Chapters 1121, 1131, and 1135 of the Blue Ash Zoning Code relative 
to building heights and setbacks, senior housing, and multi-family and mixed-use residential land uses 
(Ordinance No. 2020-1, second reading) 

City Council adopted a moratorium on Downtown development in July 2019 to allow fact-finding and 
consideration of Zoning Code amendments that would result in developments more consistent with the goals of 
the Comprehensive Plan and City Council.  In November, Council passed a motion directing Planning 
Commission to formally consider proposed amendments that were the result of Council input from site visits and 
Council discussions during the moratorium.  On December 5, 2019, Planning Commission recommended 
amendments to the Downtown zoning district regulations that are reflected in Ordinance 2020-1.  A public 
hearing and first reading of the ordinance was held at City Council’s February 13th meeting.  At that time Council 
suggested further revision to the code, specifically removing “mixed-use residential” from the allowable uses.  
Both the original ordinance and a revised version are included for Council’s consideration. 

Please direct questions regarding this item to the City Manager. 

9.a.2. Resolution 2020-12 – Final Development Plan approval for a Master Sign Plan in “The District” 
portion of Summit View Subdivision, in the Summit Park Zoning District. 

See item 5 above. 

9.b.1. Resolution 2020-13 – Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract for the 2020 Paving 
Program for the unit prices as shown on the attached bid summary 

Bids for the 2020 Paving Program were advertised in the February 5, 2020 Edition of the Northeast Suburban 
Life.  Three bids were received and publicly opened and read aloud on Thursday, February 20, 2020.  
Administration is recommending Council authorize an award to the low bidder, Barrett Paving Materials, Inc. for 
unit prices as shown on the bid summary. Staff recommends the award include the base bid, alternate 1, 
alternate 2, and alternate 3 which meet the budgeted allotment for this work. The bids were consistent with the 
engineer’s estimate. 

A summary of this year’s paving program is shown below: 

Base Bid – Asphalt, milling, spot curb repair, spot sidewalk repair, storm sewer inlet repair, install ADA 



BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 

February 27, 2020 
 
 
 
Page 8 
 
ramps, and base repair. Sycamore Trace, Ash Ct., Heather Ct., and Locust Ln. (Sycamore Trace Subdivision), 
Plainfield Rd. (between Cooper Rd. and Peppermill Ln. intersections), Alpine Ave., Belleview Ave (between 
Kenwood Rd. and Blue Ash Rd.), and Cherry St. 

a. Reed Hartman Highway at Carver Crosswalk. Installation of ADA ramps, crosswalks, wide 
shoulder along Carver, and pedestrian signals at the intersection of Reed Hartman Highway 
and Carver Rd. 

b. Reed Hartman Highway at Glendale-Milford Rd. Crosswalk. Installation of ADA ramps, 
realignment of crosswalks, pedestrian signals, and sidewalk across pork chop island at the 
intersection of Reed Hartman Highway and Glendale-Milford Rd. 

Alternate 1 – Asphalt, milling, full curb replacement, base repair, and storm sewer inlet repair on Ashwood 
Drive. 

Alternate 2 – Asphalt, milling, full curb replacement, base repair, and storm sewer inlet repair. Summit 
Ave., Brittany Dr., Elizabeth Pl., Cynthia Ct., and Leadwell Ln. 

Alternate 3 – Removal and Install of RPM’s (Reflective Pavement Markers) along Kenwood Rd. between 
Creek Rd. and Cornell Rd. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

9.c.1. Resolution 2020-14 – Authorizing the City Solicitor to accept the One Ohio Memorandum of 
Understanding regarding the pursuit and use of potential opioid litigation settlement funds. 

As was recently reported in the Ohio Municipal League Legislative Bulletin, the State of Ohio is attempting to 
unify local governments in pursuit of a joint damages settlement with painkiller manufacturers and drug 
distributors.  Local governments are being asked to vote by March 6 on whether to accept or reject a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that would determine how monies would be divided.  The potential 
settlement funds would be distributed on the basis of opioid deaths per capita and other criteria, with 30% routed 
to local governments and 15% to the State. The money must be spent to battle opioid addiction and fund 
treatment and also can be used to cover past costs.  The remaining 55% of money would be endowed to a 
nonprofit foundation to fight opioid abuse and provide treatment funds through grants.  If the opioid settlement 
totaled $1 billion, it is estimated that Blue Ash would receive nearly $775,000 as its share. 

In order to participate in this settlement, it is necessary to approve a resolution authorizing the City Solicitor to 
accept the One Ohio MOU at this week’s meeting. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the City Solicitor or Fire Chief. 

10.a Miscellaneous Business – Greg Dale, McBride Dale Clarion, will be present to receive feedback from 
City Council on the Downtown District 

At City Council’s retreat, several potential downtown projects were discussed including private property 
redevelopment, relocation of the library, and redesign of the City’s public spaces.  As a result of that discussion, 
Council requested a downtown planning and visioning exercise. That exercise will be held at a Council workshop 
on March 26th. In preparation of that workshop, Greg Dale of McBride Dale Clarion, (the planning firm who 
authored the City’s comprehensive plan and zoning code) will be present at Thursday’s meeting to hear initial 
thoughts that will help shape the March 26th agenda. 

a. Planning & Zoning Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2020-1 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-1 

AMENDING CHAPTERS 1121, 1131, AND 1135 OF THE BLUE ASH 
ZONING CODE RELATIVE TO BUILDING HEIGHTS AND SETBACKS, SENIOR 
HOUSING, AND MULTI-FAMILY AND MIXED-USE RESIDENTIAL LAND USES 

Councilman Capell moved to amend Ordinance 2020-1 to Ordinance 2020-1 Revised version to 
include the modified changes as presented. Councilman Czerwonka seconded. The Clerk called 
the roll. Councilpersons Schneider, Leet, Yasbeck-Schwieter, Capell, Czerwonka, Vice Mayor 
Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Motion passed. 
 
Councilman Capell moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2020-1 
Revised as amended. 
 
There being no additional discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Schneider, Leet, 
Yasbeck-Schwieter Capell, Czerwonka, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven 
yeses. Ordinance No. 2020-1 Revised passed. 
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Vice Mayor Jhaveri asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2020-12 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-12 

APPROVING A FINAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR A MASTER SIGN PLAN IN 
“THE DISTRICT” PORTION OF THE NEIGHBORHOODS AT SUMMIT PARK 
SUBDIVISION IN THE SUMMIT PARK ZONING DISTRICT 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri moved, Councilman Leet seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2020-12.  

Councilman Czerwonka stated he had the opportunity to see the presentation during the 
Planning Commission meeting and that this plan is all encompassing. 

Councilman Capell clarified that it does not allow for electronic or digital signage. 

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Capell, Czerwonka, 
Schneider, Leet, Yasbeck-Schwieter, Vice Mayor Jhaveri and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Resolution No. 2020-12 passed. 

b. Public Works Committee, Joe Leet, Chairperson 

Councilman Leet asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2020-13 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-13 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE 
2020 PAVING PROGRAM FOR THE UNIT PRICES AS SHOWN ON THE 
ATTACHED BID SUMMARY 

Councilman Leet moved, Councilman Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2020-13. 

Councilman Leet stated this paving program will allow for curb appeal and added sidewalks to 
Glendale-Milford Road, Reed Hartman Highway, Carver Road, and Sycamore Trace subdivision.  
Councilwoman Schneider asked for clarification that this includes Alternate 1, 2 and 3. Mr. Perry 
confirmed it does include Alternate 1, 2 and 3. 
 
There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Yasbeck-Schwieter 
Leet, Czerwonka, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons Schneider, Capell, and Mayor Sirkin voted 
yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 2020-13 passed. 

c. Public Safety Committee, Jeff Capell, Chairperson 

Councilman Capell asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2020-14 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-14 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY SOLICITOR TO ACCEPT THE ONE OHIO 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING REGARDING THE PURSUIT AND 
USE OF POTENTIAL OPIOID LITIGATION SETTLEMENT FUNDS 

Councilman Capell moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2020-14.  

Mr. Pacheco explained that local governments are being asked to vote on whether to accept or 
reject a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that would determine how monies would be 
divided from a potential multidistrict litigation settlement against opioid manufacturers and 
distributors. He stated as part of this litigation, the Attorney General has put out proposed 
numbers for the various municipalities’ shares of the anticipated settlement, even if they are not 
a part of the class action. This MOU takes the amounts that have been publicly reported, and 
determines the amounts municipalities will receive in the settlement, although there is no 
guaranteed amount. The acceptance of the MOU sends notice of the City’s desire to participate 
in the lawsuit and helps the attorneys to settle the case. 

He stated the various political subdivisions that Mr. Pacheco represents are all passing this MOU 
as a sign of solidarity, and what it does is that it allows the lawyers to negotiate and help settle 
the case for the amounts that have been publicly reported.  
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Mr. Czerwonka asked if this is a class action lawsuit. Mr. Pacheco affirmed it is an ongoing class 
action with the ability for municipalities to opt-out, which means they do not have to be a named 
party in the lawsuit, but would also not be eligible to receive any of the settlement monies. 
Municipalities have the option to go out on their own to try and get settlements from the opioid 
manufacturers, however that is not recommended.  

Mr. Pacheco stated any potential settlement funds distributed directly to local governments must 
be used for costs related to opioid abatement efforts.  

There being no additional discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Leet, Schneider, 
Czerwonka, Yasbeck-Schwieter, Capell, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven 
yeses. Resolution No. 2020-14 passed. 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Waltz gave a brief background on the Downtown Vision plan. He stated at City Council’s 
retreat, several potential downtown projects were discussed including private property 
redevelopment, relocation of the library, and redesign of the City’s public spaces. As a result of 
that discussion, Council requested a downtown planning and visioning exercise planned to be 
held during a Council workshop on March 26th. Mr. Waltz stated in preparation for the workshop, 
Greg Dale of McBride Dale Clarion, is present tonight to hear initial thoughts that will help shape 
the March 26th agenda. 

Mr. Dale engaged Council in a preliminary discussion of their ideas for Downtown to prepare 
topics for the work session on March 26th.  

Council collectively discussed their ideas to create a summary list of topics for further discussion 
at the March 26th work session. The ideas include creating a destination area with multi-
functional spaces, shopping, retail, entertainment and restaurants, while reviving the charm of 
Downtown Blue Ash.  

Mr. Dale thanked Council for their input and stated he is looking forward to working with Council 
on their vision for the Downtown area. 

Mr. Waltz reminded Council that there will be discussion on Hunt House at the next meeting. He 
also stated that staff has taken all the comments from residents and businesses at the last 
meeting regarding the roundabout under consideration, and Mr. Perry continues to have 
discussions with residents regarding the roundabout with an upcoming meeting scheduled for 
March 11th. 

Mr. Kruse informed Council that he attended the Great Lakes Park Training Institute (GLPTI) 
Conference last week and was honored to receive the Great Lakes Park, Facility or Program 
Award for Summit Park on behalf of the City. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Leet 
seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to Property Acquisition 
and Potential/Pending Litigation. The Clerk called the roll: Councilman Capell, Councilman Leet, 
Councilwoman Schneider, Councilman Czerwonka, Councilwoman Yasbeck-Schwieter, Vice Mayor 
Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 
 
After matters pertaining to Property Acquisition and Potential/Pending Litigation were discussed, 
Councilman Czerwonka moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to convene to the regular meeting. 
A voice vote was taken. All Council members voted yes. Motion carried. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Capell moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri 
seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. The Council 
meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:20 PM. 
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      ______________________________________ 
      Marc Sirkin, Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Julie Kipper, Deputy Clerk of Council 
 
 
MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Julie Kipper, Deputy Clerk of Council 
 


